Full Return to School Plan - Fall 2021

Plan for a Safe Return to Full-time, In-person Instruction
Hanford Joint Union High School District Schools reopened in November of 2020 under revised schedules and in a cohorted model as required by guidelines at that time. Changes in guidelines and progress in understanding and combatting this pandemic, in particular, vaccination of staff and students,
allows our schools to open in August in a much more traditional manner.
Our schools will begin instruction on August 12th with all students returning for the full day, every day.
As you may recall from district communications, all schools in our district now begin their instructional
day at 8:30 in accordance with new state rules for start times. This change is not due to any COVID
rules, but rather a change that has been coming for several years. Students will not be cohorted in any
way and will attend all classes, in person, as they did before the pandemic.
Despite the vast majority of our staff being vaccinated and many of our students being vaccinated,
there are still cases of COVID-19 in our area and state and vaccination rates still remain under expected thresholds. Therefore the state has still imposed some requirements that are outlined in this
plan. In this plan you will not only see the safety measures we have in place for our various sites and
events, but also the supports we have in place should a student become ill or live in a household with
an infected family member and need to have an extended absence. We pride ourselves at HJUHSD in
having a wide variety of educational options for our students and now is no different. We are sure that
whatever your student or family may be facing, we have a solution for them. HJUSHSD does have an
Online Charter School, Hanford Online, and a fulltime Independent Study option for students and families that choose that route. However, those programs run their own college preparatory curriculum and
are not taught synchronously with students who are physically in class with their teachers. As with all
best laid plans, this plan is subject to change and grow in this ever-changing pandemic environment.

Custodial Practices and Procedures
HJUHSD Maintenance and Operations takes great pride in the care and cleanliness of our facilities and
already had extensive disinfecting practices prior to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Detail as to all cleaning
practices and procedures can be found in our district custodial guide and in our Injury and Illness
Prevention Program (IIPP). In this plan, we highlight some key areas on which we are focusing and
additional procedures, equipment, and practices being added to ensure a safe return to school.
 Hand Sanitizer in all classrooms, gyms, labs,
offices, etc.

 Soap and Paper Towel dispensers checked
and stocked regularly

 Disinfecting Spray Bottles and paper towels in
all classrooms, gyms, shops, offices, etc. for
student and staff interim disinfecting

 Clearing/Removal of unnecessary furnishings and
clutter from classrooms and office areas

All Students, Staff, and Visitors Should
Wash Your Hands Often
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have
been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
 If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60%
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub them together until they feel dry.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Cover Coughs and Sneezes

 If you are in a private setting and do not have on your cloth face covering, remember
to always cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze or
use the inside of your elbow.
 Throw used tissues in the trash.

 Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and
water are not readily available, clean your hands with a hand sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol.

It is required of students, staff, and visitors to cover your mouth and nose
with a cloth face cover or mask when indoors and school is in session in
accordance with CDPH Guidance
 A progressive discipline model is in place in which multiple violations will result in a student’s placement in Independent Study

 You could spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not feel very sick.
 The cloth face cover is meant to protect other people in case you are infected.
 Cloth face coverings should not be placed on anyone who has trouble breathing, or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance.
 Cloth face coverings should not be worn during strenuous exercise such as during PE or
athletic practices.

Monitor Your Health
 Be alert for symptoms. Watch for fever, cough, shortness of breath, or other symp-

toms of COVID-19. Use the CDC Self-checker to help you.
 Follow CDC guidance if symptoms develop.
 DO NOT come to school if you are feeling symptoms!

Clean and Disinfect Daily

 If surfaces are dirty, clean them. Use detergent or soap and water prior to disinfec-

tion.
 Disinfecting solution and towels will be in every classroom, office, and common areas.
Both students and staff should take precautions to wipe their areas down daily

Classroom Logistics and Practices
HJUHSD has a wide variety of classroom spaces including traditional classrooms,
labs, shops, band and choir rooms, etc. We ask for all staff to abide by the following
guidance to the degree practicable for their space. The following serves as guidance,
but each space has nuances that staff members will take into consideration as they
prepare their rooms. Classroom spaces are being cleaned and disinfected daily by custodial staff as
recommended by guidance. Additional cleaning between classes is no longer part of recommended state
guidance, but supplies are provided for those who choose to wipe down between classes.

Classroom Arrangements


To the degree practicable, all student desks and tables should be arranged to allow for maximum student to student distancing



Disinfecting supplies, hand sanitizer, will be in each classroom



Ensure equipment cleaning and disinfecting practices by students
and staff in gyms, labs, and shops are followed. No “loaner” materials
such as PE clothes should be allowed

Students and staff are
Required to wear face
coverings when indoors while school is
in session.

Short-Term Independent Study Practices
Situations may arise in which a student may become ill and need to stay home for an extended period of time or if
a family member is ill and the student is asked to stay home until they are cleared to return, it will be critical that
simple access to classwork be available. Using Google Classroom extensively can aide in this case. To that end,
students and teachers should:


Ensure Google Classroom is being utilized as part of or in tandem with daily in-class instruction



Students and parents must ensure that student devices are readily accessible and able to connect to Wi-Fi
and check both Gmail and Google Classroom daily



Reinforce student use of Google Suite Apps, particularly Google Docs to align with Google Classroom usage



Reinforce the use of student Gmail as the common means of student communication

School Office Practices and Procedures
Our school and district offices are here to support students and parents.
However, during this time, it is critical that we reduce the number of outside
visitors to our sites as much as possible. To assist in this we ask that parents
and guardians:

General Office Protocols



Use phone calls and emails as often as
possible to handle office communication
and attendance



Ensure all contacts are up to date in
case we need to contact you or an
approved contact for student pick-up



Please wear a facial covering when
indoors regardless of vaccination status



Hand sanitizer stations



Staff to wear facial coverings when entering and moving about offices and facilities if unvaccinated or while students
are present



Facial coverings available for guests who
need one

Campus Logistics and Practices
Our schools include many areas for student daily activities including cafeterias,
gyms, quads, libraries, etc. These spaces are cleaned and disinfected daily as
recommended by guidance and protocols.

Common Areas/Quads


Cafeteria/Food Service

Restrooms will remain stocked with proper handwashing
supplies



Students will be served breakfast and
lunch in the cafeteria line and outdoor
kiosks



Food lines will move to a card scanning
system to avoid touching a keypad

Athletic Facilities, Gyms, Weight Rooms, etc.


All gyms and workout areas will have disinfecting supplies



Students and staff will be provided training and guidelines to
wipe down and disinfect equipment between use

Ag Farm/Labs


Students and staff will be provided training and guidelines to wipe
down and disinfect equipment between use as needed



Only students and staff are allowed on facility when caring for an
animal

Athletics and Extracurricular Activities
HJUHSD believes that classroom-based instruction, athletics, band, and
other extracurricular and co-curricular activities play an integral role in
student educational success and social-emotional wellbeing.

Athletic Practices
Some protocols include, but are not limited to:






Daily Health Screening
Daily Equipment Disinfecting
Hand Sanitizer in Practice Facilities
Locker room cleaning/storage practices
Hydration and hygiene practices

Extracurricular Practices/Camps






Daily Health Screening
Daily Equipment Disinfecting
Hand Sanitizer in Practice Facilities
Band/Locker room cleaning/storage practices
Hydration and hygiene practices

Transportation Practices and Procedures

HJUHSD remains committed to transporting its students to and from school and to
school events. It is solely the student’s and parent’s choice as to whether they want
to ride the bus. Parents and students who are not comfortable with riding the school
bus will need to walk or be transported by parents. For those who do plan to
continue riding the bus, we have these safety measures in place:



Hand sanitizer on all buses



Open windows on buses as long as
possible into late fall/early winter



Adjusted routes and possibly expanded
routes to reduce more congested stops

Students and staff are Required
to wear face coverings when indoors when school is in session.
This includes on school busses
at all times.

What happens when a student or staff member
becomes sick?
The COVID-19 virus is spreading throughout our community and will continue to do so
until vaccine rates reduce the risk of spread altogether. Students, staff and parents
need to remember to self-screen daily. If they are exhibiting symptoms, they need to
stay home and schedule an appointment with their health care provider to determine if they need to be
tested. The CDC offers this Self-Checker to aide in this decision.

If a student, staff member, or family member within the household tests positive for COVID-19
 Seek medical care from your healthcare provider in accordance with CDC and
County Guidelines

 Alert the school health office as quickly as possible to ensure the student can be
provided with resources and to get started on Short-Term Independent Study
 Student should not come to school until they have been cleared to do so by
your healthcare provider. If a family member is the one who is sick, you must test
yourself after that family member is no longer showing symptoms to ensure you are
not infected prior to returning to school

If a student becomes sick while at school or begins to exhibit any symptoms






Do not remove their facial covering
Student will be sent directly to the Heath Care Office where they will be:
 Evaluated by Nurse or Healthcare Assistant
 Recommended for testing with a Healthcare Provider or local testing facility
 Asked whom they have been in close physical contact with (i.e. shared vehicle, shared food or
beverage, held hands, hugged, etc.)
 Held in isolation area until a parent/guardian comes to pick them up
 Asked to remain home until test results either clear the student to return or confirm a positive
case
 Documented for Contact Tracing purposes and requirements
Students sent home for exhibiting symptoms or awaiting test results will be provided Short-term Independent Study opportunities while they are out
Only students who were in close physical contact with any student who tests positive or exhibits
symptoms will be monitored by health staff in accordance with CDPH guidance. Questions will be
asked of the student to determine who will be listed on Contact Tracing documents as close physical
contact.

Kings County has adequate testing capability and tests are sent to local labs with generally 24 72 hour results. All County Contact Tracing procedures are being followed by school and district staff. Students and staff who are vaccinated do not need to isolate if exposed unless they
exhibit symptoms. Close contact no longer includes students and staff who are masked while in
class regardless of distance or time in that setting.

Independent Study Options for Students

Hanford Online Charter
High School
Coursework Options
College Preparatory & A-G Approved with options for:
 Accelerated Course of Study
 Early Graduation
 Dual Enrollment College Courses
 Science Labs and Field Study
Credit Recovery Graduation Track
 Accelerated Course of Study
 Early Graduation
 College Courses

Program Highlights






Computer Provided!
Lab Time and Tutoring Available
Fully Credentialed Teachers
Field Trips and College Visits!
Participation in District Functions
like Prom, Winter Formal, etc.
(Students may not participate in athletics)

Student Supports


Flexible Scheduling
 Counseling/College & Career Guidance
 Social-Emotional Support
 Meal Program Available

Enrollment Now Open!
Call 559-583-5941
www.HanfordOnline.org

Independent Study
(Class Meetings at EFJ)

 For students who will remain on independ-

ent study for the entire semester or school
year
 Must have a qualifying reason (COVID-19

or fear of transmission can count as reason)
 Students whom cannot or refuse to wear

facial coverings while indoors at school will
be required to be on Independent Study as
per CA Department of Public Health requirements.
 Courses completed online on APEX with

teacher/student meetings regularly to monitor work and progress
 Students may still participate in their

school’s extracurricular activities
 Contact your school office to sign up

